Stormwater Facts 

What it is:

Stormwater is water from rain or snowmelt  (also called stormwater runoff).  The stormwater may seep into the ground, flow in ditches or streams, or enter the storm drainage system.  The storm drains are what you see at street corners or at low points on the sides of your streets.  The storm drains lead to a discharge point, such as a stream, river, lake, or bay.  Stormwater runoff  is not treated at a sewage treatment plant.  Therefore, stormwater carries whatever is in our yards and streets to the nearest stream, river, lake, or bay.
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Why it is important:

Stormwater runoff tends to pick up garbage, debris, sediment, chemicals, automotive fluids, and other pollutants from parking lots, yards, city streets, shopping malls, house roofs, etc. The adverse affects of stormwater pollution are drinking water contamination, dead fish and wildlife, destruction of wildlife habitats, beach closures, erosion, flooding, as well as the loss of the recreational use of the waterway.    Stormwater runoff is often the #1 source of water pollution in the United States. 

How to protect stormwater quality:

Stormwater directly affects all of us when it runs into streams, rivers, lakes, and bays.  

Since we swim and fish in this water, and even drink this water, it is important for us 

to keep it clean.  Clean water begins with every one of us.  If everybody works together,

it will lead to a reduction in stormwater pollution.  There are several things we can do to prevent stormwater pollution.  
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Here are somethings you can do:

· Don’t be a litterbug. 

· Fix automobile leaks.

· Use only recommended amounts of fertilizers and pesticides.

· Do not place oil and chemicals in the drain or trash.

· Minimize outdoor water use. 

· Choose less toxic cleaning products.

· Clean up after our pets.  

For more information call the PWC Regional Environmental Group at 757-444-3009.







